
GENERAL PROGRAMME

• Detailed study of Dr. Suzuki’s pedagogical concepts 
and philosophy. 

• Individual lessons for each candidate, designed to 
improve their technique, their tone production, and the 
quality of their sound.

• Mastery by successive steps of the pedagogical 
points contained in the repertoire.

• Study of the psychology of teaching.

• Observation of lessons taught by teachers certified in 
the Suzuki pedagogy.

• Supervised teaching of children.

• Lectures and discussions on child development, with 
particular attention to the parent-child relationship.

• Solo performance.

• Information exchange, questions and answers.

LEVEL 1 - Requirements

1. Read the book Nurtured by Love  (French title Vivre, c’est 
aimer) by Dr. Suzuki
2. Observe a minimum of 20 lessons taught by a certified 
Suzuki teacher.  At least half of these lessons should be with 
pupils studying the variations on Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
(Ah vous dirai-je maman).   It is recommended to observe 
lessons at this level on other instruments as well.
3. Compile a Volume 1 notebook, which should include how 
to present and develop the teaching points for the right and 
left hands. 
4. Teach a minimum of 5 individual lessons, supervised by a 
teacher trainer. 
5. Write an essay on the Suzuki pedagogy.  This essay will 
be the basis of Suzuki pedagogy presentations that you will 
make to new parents or colleagues.
6. Record a video of yourself playing all of the pieces from 
the beginning of Vol 1 to Bach Minuet 2 in Vol 2, inclusive.
7. Make a list of the most important aspects of beginning a 
Suzuki class.  This list will include registration and orientation 
for Suzuki parents. It should also include what to expect in 
lessons. 
8. Examination pieces :  J.S. Bach Minuet 2, and all pieces 
in Volume 1 and Volume 2 (up to Minuet 2).  The examination 
will include giving a lesson, observed by the jury. 
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LEVEL 2 - Requirements

1. Observe a minimum of 20 lessons taught by a certified 
Suzuki teacher. (These observations could be condensed 
for those presenting 2 levels in a year, the decision being 
incumbent on the teacher trainer.)
2. Compile a notebook for Volumes 2 and 3.  This notebook 
should include how to present the teaching points for the 
right and left hands, exercises for preparing new techniques, 
ideas for review, and suggestions for group lessons.
3. Create a summary of the teaching points which are 
developed in the first three volumes.
4. Teach a minimum of 5 individual lessons, supervised by a 
teacher trainer. (This requirement could be condensed for 
those presenting 2 levels.)
5. Demonstrate the teaching points in these volumes to your 
colleagues and teachers.  
6. Record a video of your pupils in volumes 1 to 3.  Record 
a video of yourself playing all of the pieces in Vol. 2 and 3.
7. Recommended reading : 

• L'oreille et la vie- Alfred Tomatis
• L'oreille musicale - Edgar Willems
• Tout se joue avant 6 ans - Dr Fitzugh
• L'homme et le piano - Monique Deschaussées. 

8. Examination pieces :  Clementi Sonatina op. 36, and all 
of the pieces in Volumes 1, 2, and 3. The examination will 
include giving a lesson, observed by the jury.

LEVEL 3 - Requirements

Participants at this level must have a minimum 
of 1 - 2 years’ teaching experience.

1. Observe a minimum of 20 lessons of Volume 4 pupils.
2. Demonstrate to your colleagues and teachers your 
mastery of the teaching points and pieces studied at this 
level.
3. Be able to explain the significance and the progression of 
the repertoire in Volume 4.
4. Teach a minimum of 5 individual lessons, supervised by a 
teacher trainer.
5. Present your teaching experience to date, including the 
age of the pupils with whom you have worked.  Discuss your 
successes, along with possible reasons for those successes; 
mention also instances where you have encountered 
difficulties and where you feel a modification of your teaching 
approach is needed.
6. Record a video of your pupils.
7. Debates and discussions of reading you have done or 
conferences you have attended.
8. Examination pieces : J.S. Bach, Minuets and Gigue from 
Partita No. 1, and all of the preceding repertoire. The 
examination will include giving a lesson, observed by the jury.
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LEVEL 4 - Requirements

1. Observe a minimum of 10 lessons of intermediate or 
advanced level pupils, taught by a certified Suzuki teacher.
2. Demonstrate to the trainer and your colleagues your 
mastery of the teaching points of Volumes 5 and 6.
3. Prepare a list of pieces which could reinforce and 
broaden the technical and musical development of pupils at 
this level, and which could develop their sight reading ability.
4. Teach a minimum of 5 individual lessons, supervised by a 
teacher trainer.
5. Write an essay about the role of the Suzuki parent, from 
the beginner stage to this level.
6. Record a video of your pupils in performance, and a video 
of yourself performing 4 major pieces at this level.
7. Recommended reading : 

• Comment parler aux enfants pour qu'ils écoutent et 
écouter pour qu'ils vous parlent - Adèle Faber et 
Elaine Mazlish 

• La musique et la vie - Monique Deschaussées
• Pourquoi Mozart - Alfred Tomatis

8. Examination pieces :  Mozart Sonata in A major K. 331, 
and all the preceding repertoire. The examination will 
include giving a lesson, observed by the jury.

LEVEL 5 - Requirements

1. Observe a minimum of 10 lessons of advanced level 
pupils, taught by a certified Suzuki teacher.
2. Prepare a repertoire list from the beginning of the 20th 
century to the present day.
3. Teach a minimum of 5 individual lessons, supervised by a 
teacher trainer.
4. Record a video of your pupils performing in concert.
5. Plan and present a Suzuki concert at which the teacher 
trainer or instructor is present.
6. Assemble a library of books, journals, and articles which 
could be useful to Suzuki parents, and to colleagues or 
teachers who do not teach in this pedagogy.
7. Organise a half-day workshop for sharing reports on 
reading or conferences.
8. Examination pieces :  J. S. Bach Italian Concerto and 
one piece outside the repertoire.  The examination will 
include giving a lesson, observed by the jury.
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